Tavernier and Thevenot

his travels. Travelling overland to Bandar
Abbas, he embarked at that port for India, but
on this occasion went round Cape Comorin and
landed at MasuHpataxn. This was in July, 165.2.
After a visit to St^Th^oine, and a businessloter-
view with Mir Jumla, Tavernier started for Gpl-
ccpda, f%roin which place he proceeded to Surat
From Surat, at the invitation of the well-
known Shaista Khan, then Governor of Guzerat,
he went on to Ahmedabad. After various wan-
derings which need not be detailed he sailed in
one of a fleet of five Dutch vessels which was
despatched from Surat to intercept an English
fleet which was then expected from Orinuz. A
skirmish ensued in which the Dutch had the
advantage, with the result that they continued
their voyage uninterruptedly to Bandar Abbas,
where Tavernier left them. He reached Paris in
1655. Two years later he set out on his fifth
""Voyage." Proceeding first to Italy, where he
visited Ferdinand II of Tuscany, he travelled
by the usual route to Ispahan, where, owing to
the disturbed state of the Mogul Empire, con-
sequent upon Shah Jahan's illness, he re-
mained till 1659. He, however, sent on to Masgji-
patam the goods which he was conveying for
Sfesta Khan; the chief sent him in return a
passport accompanied by an invitation to
Tavernier to visit him. On starting, a little later,
to pay the visit, the traveller found Shaista
Khan besieging Sholapur, a town to the north
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